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NCAA
ELIGIBILITY CENTER
» Who are we? A unit within the NCAA.
» What do we provide? Certification of 

college-bound student-athletes for 
collegiate competition.

» What do we review?

o Academic requirements.
o Amateurism requirements.



NCAA THREE DIVISIONS
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NCAA SPORTS
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THREE REQUIREMENTS TO 
PLAY COLLEGE SPORTS

NCAA
Initial Eligibility

High School 
Graduation

College 
Admission

1

15

2 3



NCAA REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Register Before Freshman Year



NCAA REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Three Account Types

Academic 
and Amateurism

Certification Account

1
Free Profile Page 

Account

2 3
Amateurism-Only 

Certification Account
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FREE PROFILE PAGE ACCOUNT
Account Type #1

The right place to start for most students!
» Not sure in which division you plan to compete.
» Domestic students planning to compete at a

Division III school.

» Registering in an NCAA-certified nonscholastic 
basketball event (BBCS, ECAG, AAU).

No registration fee.

Transition to the right certification account
at any time.
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ACADEMIC AND AMATEURISM 
CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT
Account Type #2

Required to compete at a Division I or II school.
» Go on official visits.
» Sign a National Letter of Intent.
» Receive an athletics scholarship.

Registration fee:
» Domestic students: $100.
» International students: $160.
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CORE COURSES



WHAT IS A CORE COURSE?
» Meets all requirements for an NCAA-approved core course.

» Find your high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses.
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NCAA Eligibility Center: Approved Courses



DIVISION I: 16 CORE-COURSE UNITS
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Complete 16 core-course units in eight academic semesters.



DIVISION I:
CORE-COURSE TIME LIMITATION
Complete 10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course 
credits, including seven in English, math or science, 
before the start of the seventh semester.

» Once you begin your seventh semester, any course 
that is needed to meet the 10/7 requirement cannot 
be replaced or repeated.
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EXAMPLE SCHEDULE
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» Athletics Aid.
» Practice.

» Compete.

Complete 16 core-course units 
in the required subject areas.

Meet core-course progression 
before the seventh semester.
Note: Students certified based solely on 
international credentials are exempt from 
core-course progression.

Submit proof of graduation 
to the Eligibility Center.

Earn a core-course GPA ≥2.3 
in the required subject areas.

DIVISION I: QUALIFIER
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» Athletics Aid.
» Practice.

» Compete.

Submit proof of graduation 
to the Eligibility Center.

Complete 16 core-course units 
in the required subject areas.

Earn a core-course GPA ≥2.2 
in the required subject areas.

DIVISION II: QUALIFIER
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Student Example :  Core GPA
WV Weighted GPA = 2.125 



Student Example :  Core GPA
WV Weighted GPA = 2.125 



DIVISION III
» Each Division III school determines 

its own eligibility for:

o Academic requirements.
o Admission.
o Financial aid.

» 
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ARE YOU BEING RECRUITED?
» You’re being recruited if a college coach:

» Recruiting can begin as early as freshman year.
o In most cases, recruiting starts before junior year.

Messages via 
Social Media

Calls Texts Emails

Visits Your 
High School

Pays Expenses 
to Visit Campus

Issues National 
Letter of Intent

Writes Offer 
of Financial Aid
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QUESTIONS TO ASK NCAA COACHES
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» Additional team responsibilities.
» Athletic training and medical expenses.
» Coaching philosophy and style.
» Degree completion support.
» Injuries and rehabilitation.
» Mental health resources.
» Playing time.
o Am I a top seed, five seed or standby recruit?
o Are there any redshirt expectations?

» Scholarship renewals.
o Will I receive a full or partial scholarship?
o If I’m injured will my scholarship remain?

» Team time demands.



NATIONAL
LETTER OF INTENT
» By signing a NLI, you’re agreeing to 

attend a Division I or II school for one 
academic year.

» NLI is voluntary and ends the 
recruiting process.

» Athletics financial aid is provided for a 
minimum of one academic year.

o You must be admitted to the 
NCAA school.

o You must be eligible for financial 
aid under NCAA rules.

» For more NLI information, 
visit nationalletter.org.

54



RESOURCES



NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

@ncaaec @playcollegesports @ncaaec @ncaaec

RESOURCES
» Guide for the College-Bound 

Student-Athlete.

» Initial-Eligibility Flyer.
» Home School Students.
» International Students.
» Education Impacting Disabilities.
» Register at eligibilitycenter.org.

Registration Checklist



High School
& Beyond
Please provide 
feedback on the 
sessions you attended 
this evening

(can be completed after each session 
or once at the end of the evening)



NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

@ncaaec @playcollegesports @ncaaec @ncaaec

THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
Contact the Eligibility Center
» Follow up with:

Matt Walker
School Counselor
Athletic Coach
matthew_walker@ipsd.org

Connect with the 
Eligibility Center


